Spring 2009  Linguistic Anthropology Laboratory Workshop series

All talks take place in the Linguistic Anthropology Laboratory

340 Social Sciences Research Bldg. 

Mon., April 13, 12:30-2pm.

Ideologies of Mexican Immigrant Language in the New Latino Diaspora
Stanton Wortham (with Elaine Allard & Katherine Mortimer)
University of Pennsylvania
www.gse.upenn.edu/~stantonw
Stanton Wortham is Judy & Howard Berkowitz Professor of Education at  the University of Pennsylvania and author of Narratives in Action (2001), Learning Identity (2006) and Bullish on Uncertainty; How Organizational Cultures Transform Participants (with Alexandra Michel, 2008) and co-editor of Education in the New Latin Diaspora (2001).
Abstract


Attracted by regional labor opportunities, almost ten thousand Mexican immigrants have come to the Mid Atlantic suburban town of Marshall over the past fifteen years. The immigrants, plus the continued movement of wealthier people to surrounding suburbs, have significantly changed the look and feel of this town of 30,000, once inhabited mostly by English-speaking whites and blacks. Long-time residents must make sense of their new neighbors in this changing landscape. At the same time, immigrants must adjust to hosts’ ideas about them and form their own opinions about an unfamiliar social context. How immigrants are viewed impacts their experiences and futures in a community.  In particular, the ways in which teachers, administrators and other host community members understand immigrants can influence the experiences of immigrant students in schools. Long-time residents draw upon many resources as they form perceptions of their new neighbors. Many attend to external characteristics of the newcomers:  the way they look, where they work, how they speak. While generalizations overtly based on race or ethnicity have become taboo in many places, oversimplifications about the language that immigrants speak or how they speak it do not carry the same stigma. Yet value judgments about newcomers are often hidden in local discourse about language use, in talk about immigrants’ English proficiency, for example, or about the language they speak in public and how they speak it. Beliefs and attitudes ostensibly about language can act as a proxy for beliefs about individuals or groups of people who speak a language and can influence how these individuals or groups are treated. In this paper we conceptualize these beliefs and attitudes as language ideologies, culturally-situated theories about the relationship between language and the social world.  We examine how language ideologies circulated by residents and educators in New Marshall, as well as by immigrant students themselves, help both hosts and immigrants understand students’ place in the social order of the community and their concomitant rights and responsibilities.  In particular, we examine how the concept of an “educated person” is constructed in part through language ideologies in this community and how this concept influences Mexican immigrant students.

Our analysis draws on ethnographic data collected in New Marshall over the past four years, including recorded interviews with townspeople, school staff, and students, as well as videotaped classroom interaction. The data show how people often interpret low English proficiency—and uses of language characterized as such—as deficit, disability, lack of ambition, or even outright resistance, while Spanish proficiency is regularly erased.  At the same time, we find that Mexican students develop both analogous and antithetical accounts about the meanings and connotations of English use and proficiency. We argue that these language ideologies play an important role in the constitution of social relations between immigrant students at New Marshall High School, the educators who teach them and the community that surrounds them.  As taken-for-granted ideas that often work under the surface of social interactions, these ideologies about language shape the experiences of young Mexican immigrants in New Marshall, the organization and quality of the services that are provided for them, and their post-secondary options.


Fri. , April 17, 11 am.-12:30 pm.
Linguistic Anthropology Laboratory, 340 Social Sciences Research Bldg. 

“Do you bleed salsa or sofrito?”
Racializations and Linguistic Identity Performances among “MexiRicans”

Kim Potowski, Univ. of Illinois at Chicago

http://www.uic.edu/depts/sfip/people/potowskibio.html
Kim Powtowski is Associate Professor of Spanish and author of Language and identity in a dual immersion school (2007).

[image: image1]
Recent work in Chicago examining the interactions between Mexican and Puerto Rican communities suggests that several historical factors and local conditions influence the extent to which they form a shared sense of Latino identity or, alternatively, the racializations and gendered stereotypes that can emerge (DeGenova & Ramos-Zayas 2003; Perez 2003).  Individuals who grow up with a relatively constant presence of one Mexican and one Puerto Rican parent, however, potentially experience both cultures and Spanish dialects in their own homes.  In what ways do these self-identified “MexiRicans” perceive, experience, and perform their mixed ethnicity, and what light can their experiences shed on inter-Latino relations?

Interviews with twenty-seven Chicago MexiRicans were examined for narratives of identity and analyzed for Spanish features.  Although many of these individuals expressed a concept of identity that incorporated aspects of both Latino backgrounds, several factors affected the expression of either Mexican or Puerto Rican identity.  And despite frequent claims of being “equally” Mexican and Puerto Rican (with hybridized Spanish dialects to match), for the majority of these individuals, their Spanish clearly marked them as one or the other: three quarters had a preponderance of dialect traits similar to those of their mother’s ethnolinguistic group. This points to the critical role of primary caretakers – often mothers – in childrearing and in linguistic and cultural transmission, both of which contribute to the development of minority language identity, and invites us to look further at the ways in which dialect variety is used in the Puerto Rican – Mexican racialization process (DeGenova & Ramos-Zayas 2003).  While Spanish in Chicago is typically not transmitted beyond the second generation, and thus hybridized dialect features evidenced by some MexiRicans may be lost, these individuals’ experiences of cultural contact are a locus of potential latinidad.

Monday, April 20, 12:30 – 2pm
Linguistic Anthropology Laboratory, 340 Social Sciences Research Bldg. 

Constructing Inequality among Peers

Marjorie H. Goodwin, UCLA

http://www.sscnet.ucla.edu/anthro/faculty/goodwin
Marjorie Goodwin is Professor of Anthropology and author of He-Said-she-Said; Talk as Social Organization among Black Children (1990) and The Hidden Life of Girls; Games of Stance, Status and Exclusion (2006).
Abstract
In this paper I am concerned with language games through which children in a peer group come to know the social world while participating in an ongoing evaluative commentary on it.  Peer interaction is examined within face-to-face encounters, or environments of mutual monitoring possibilities (Goffman 1972:63). Interaction occurs in the midst of larger social fields in which actors are constructed as incumbents to alternative social positions, assessed with respect to distinctive types of value. One’s access to wealth and class is evident both through visible public displays of clothing, as well as the ways in which participants display their access to social arrangements that entitle them to talk about cotillion balls, cars, elite sports activities, foreign travel, future employment, and family estates. Examination of the language practices of a particular preadolescent peer group in a "progressive" elementary school over three years reveals ways that members actively police their social order, sanctioning those deemed violators of local social norms. Rather than attempting to maximize affiliative actions, a form of human sociality emerges where members openly degrade violators and deny them a ratified participant status in local activities. Through this study I attempt to understand the interaction/social structure nexus (Schegloff 1992) by describing the range of practices through which identities are linked to specific actions within interactions.
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Sandrizona 2009

Inaugural UCSD - U of AZ 

Linguistic Anthropology Exchange

May 11, 2009

hosted by UCSD Linguistic Anthropology Laboratory
With a presentation by Dr. Norma Mendoza-Denton, U of Arizona
A day for scholarly exchange between graduate students interested in issues of linguistic anthropology at the University of California, San Diego and the University of Arizona –  the first in what promises to be an ongoing series of meetings and workshops!  
We invite research dealing with all aspects of language, including, but not limited to:

· Language and society

· Language socialization

· Politics, ideologies of language

· Language and identity (gender, age, ethnicity, etc.)

· Minority languages, multilingualism, and other languages in contact

· Gesture, Sign language, and other multimodal forms of communication

Research projects may be at any stage of completion, and be solo or joint projects. Polished presentations are not expected.  Each participant will have a total of 35 minutes to discuss their work; however, we will limit the number of presentations in order to give adequate attention to each project.

For interested participants:

Please submit (a) an abstract (250 words) describing their research project, and (b) a biographical/professional description (150 words). All submitted materials will be distributed at the event.  Include your name, institutional affiliation, department, and email address. Housing with UCSD graduate students will be available for those graduate students visiting from U of A.

UCSD students, please submit your abstracts and biographies to Elizabeth Peacock (eapeacock@ucsd.edu). U of A students, please submit your materials to Maisa Taha (mct@email.arizona.edu). All materials are due by 5:00pm, April 13, 2009.
Sponsored by the UCSD Linguistic Anthropology Laboratory and the UCSD Graduate Student Association

